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Comparing Polarimetric Radar Signatures of Significant Tornadic and
Non-tornadic Supercells

FEI Haiyan® WANG Xiuming® YU Xiaoding® Guan Li?

1 CMA Training Centre,Beijing 100081
2 Shanghai Central Meteorological Observatory,Shanghai 200030

Abstract:Significant tornadoes associated with supercells can cause severe disasters. Issuing
tornado warnings is challenging. Therefore, it is essential to study the detailed echo struc
ture of supercells. Based on the observations of S-band Doppler polarimetric radar, 9 signi
ficant tornadic supercells are compared with 9 non-tornaic supercells. The results indicate

significant differences between them. The detail results are as follows. 1) In tornadic super
cells, the differential reflectivity Zpr arc extends toward the hook echo, and the area of h
ail in the mid-to-low levels is smaller than in non-tornadic supercells. 2) The average sepa
ration distance between the specific differential phase Kpp foot centroid and Zpr arc centr
oid in the low-level is larger in tornadic supercells than in non-tornadic supercells. 3) In t
ornadic supercells, the low-level mesocyclone intensifies significantly. Additionally, before t
he tornado occurs, the mid-level mesocyclone core remains at relatively low heights, avera
ging 4.2 km at 24 minutes prior and 3.1 km at 6 minutes prior to the tornado formation.
The aforementioned differences require further confirmation through more cases to provid
e additional evidence for in-depth research on the relationship between the echo structure

characteristics of supercells and the mechanisms of tornado formation.
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s 2 5 i b 3 K T2 1 ) B ) 2 SR o At 55 [ 1 4 R A AR B e, 2008
—2018 FFH F, ERERAMMEE GYIRAIREHEL EF2+) (5T &SN 11 7%, HiE
BT FEARTE BRSBTS ABUH) 96% (Gibbs and Bowers, 2019) , HARFTA o :# vl BEAEAE
VLR R, ARG o 9 R R e F R . Bluestein (2013) W AR W Mot 3- %2
TERBLRL AR IR I TR A e TEFTE e FAEREA T, WS MR R =42 EF 1 40
HIE%Z, JLFRTE R EF3 UL EeEHR & il g s Ak~ A=) (Smith etal, 2012) . Rotunno
and Bluestein (2024) & 451G+ 4 3 BT Tt et R S e G p g e T, EEAE
P75 T : — IRV, R SO 5 A REBR A 20 o X () o T 0 4L 1
AL, 18 F I LS RS R 43 BT 45 SRR X 43 Je A 4 A R R AR D 46 8 R SR AR AL 1 1 A
fs REMIEERE, B 2T SRR SO, IO RS AT POE A SRR, X
NI A A LA RS TE H BB A P i) (3 B FR AL T SE HERA Y AR

AR TR B A AR = A s e, RIS LE = A 5t e 45 1R R B AA, AT BEAE HAR
i A W Il — B A SRR, TR E Py AMIR T 2 — BAE SO T 0t e G e 4 ik
FIFH A B AR I 0 S A (R R IR B RN TR IR RFE X A . SAE RSB kRt
B 2 AR e A AR AR E A R IR e (SRHD B/, FATHERSE i (LCL) AR 3R i
(Cofferetal, 2020; Zhouetal, 2022) . Hua and Anderson-Frey (2023) %iitilt X &3R5
R, REEXRARALAE (MLCAPE) A1 0~1 km SRH A LLE 2 X/ o4 5 G, 2
AR R85 v Ol 45 2R S AR 46 8 R BRI L AT, AR AR ELAE F R RS T3 A 2R R
BRI oA RAEER NI S RE L (4 2~20 km, /NF 10 min) , 2 W 8RS FEHR 2
PR, AT DUWEL R LB /N R ERHE. Kingfield and LaDue (2015) & 30 Je 35 e s i i
fE18~25.Tm = s, HEIH ARSI FETEX 4355 3677 TR S BRE P4 Gibbs
and Bowers (2019) @I 3HT 85 /M7= A 5 104 1A 2 R e JX % i H B A4 A1) g 3 38 AR B
(3R T T LAAG 25 TN 4 AR B e A R T P, e s 25m + s A LUE iR 3 e 4
(M P Hebr 2 —: Homeyer etal (2020) WAL RILSAERABBYAEMILL, A H LA
2 P AU 2 P AR DA B R 3 b TSR X B T B T 20 D 90 AR, B XU
AN K, 32 FAURIRS 8RR eGSR 7 #T % . Ryzhkov etal (2005) 5T
IR SR AARAEDR TR AR G R B (CO) RISy RO BRI T (40 MRE TR, IR S
TR G S, T X SR HELE 55 A HR AN 2 o 7 R 2 B XU i 00 3 5 S
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HE R B PR DXk, FEHb 2km 5 DL P AFAER S ) Ze fH (=3dB) , BEFRN Zn 9K (Kumjian
and Ryzhkov, 2008) . Thompson etal (2012) &I Zx IRHIK/NE 0. 4~3.0 km ) SRH 7
FESRZIMIIE LR 2R, W FEBNIX 70 Je G B AR AN AR e 5 B 2 4k . Dawson et al (2015)
B 2w SN R/ ME N 2R Sk b SRH & 0T FR. Homeyer etal (2020) 5T KHEL, (RER
HE ZefBT RZE Ze Ml RS R (Ko) $E5RIX 7B RE . CC RME LA R ZEFE ]
Z A S5 A C B B T IX o) Je i s AR N e G i g Bk o [ N LT Fe g i 1 v
R BAR A A B S HORAE . R AT B R (EF5 W14, 2015: FF5 11T/
H, 2019 AT/NEAE, 2021, A, 2021; Zhangetal, 2023) . HSEEL (2024) W
TR 60 AR e A i o A R A A AR R E AU (R > 20 m - s AR
40 m e s A A ERFAE R 2

AR, BEAE N XU IR R A& B R, T IR B 3 7 il 23 BT A R AR BRI
REBEAEINEE IR RIE L o HEHESCSE (2021) Geit o T AR L2 IO = AR BT Zn bk 2
SRRVRPAELE R L ANKEL S b 0 22 AR AIE s B B (2022) 381 H 3R XU IR 18 A 2
Lo Zo SNEIARAR AR 7S B R U A A s R FITLAS (2022 R BE 2% 2101 F XU I 5E
IKAGW ;. AEF5FIAF5) (2023) % bR B RR, IR REAT SRR K BUK RS ) Dy 32 BRI A i i
KA R A2 B R AL BRI A B, W SO R 7 48 Ze KT e . ANigd
BT XU IR I GRS UK S e Mo B K RS ARES /I HEAT T M0 (055, 2024;
TS, 2024; K%, 2022; H L%, 2024; MRS, 2024; TEEHESE, 2024) . i
Je A FAE Je s o XA FAA R B Dl R [ I 5 A A AN A, X0 MERE R, i s i R XL
Al I B A28 1R B A5 R e 46 5 X 2% AR 7 A [ R T U RIS o AR SR T S IR BT ik 7
ARG R, W EE ] PSR B e AR e G AR MR 2 57, IRIB G R Ak
GERRE, DML S5 b T R e A 2 A SR S
1 SR ST

L1 B

PG FLAR R A A A s R B AR AME] 18 A (R 1), R e Mol BF2 2%
DL sE e, RS BF3 9004 4 A, BF2 00ud: 54 A Phik Fl— R AR S 3R
TRCFRFAER BB AR 9 A, HpAFEEIT 10 ZLLERRAE 44, 8 LA EKR
A5 A RS IR T 1D AR TR AETERE 25 F A5 41 130km LAY, A4 Smith
etal (2015) WFFUERHEH, TEFE S EAR GBI 130km (VG AR 52 20 E R 2)
BEMEA SURRIIRE M 2 M 8 TFIA RS 3 FEEREE: O BYRARTFEHBRHE: 5
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B FAR R AR RR SRS AR 156 T 1h, B TR A A Sh A L AR

BRI EE AL e Koo A1 CC, XX L XU RN £ 0T FH T3 B 7 20 B A X 2 A 8 B 22
HIT ) EES5 R FF HonT DA 2 e Bl J1 258 o Zn BRI T IBK YD FIIRFAHZS . TRAR. 7
MM A S Mo AL TR TR e H AR NS S /KENEE, 5 R STRR 3
T sE N, 5 FERRIEAEYEAOG; CC i EFEAARI R IR, TR, ARSI 7 H i —
B2,

R Ge it HE AR Ty 26 ORI iy v 23 A 85%, “F- X8 T i (8] 294 17 min(Brotzge et al
2013) , ML T35 iA 4% )3 i £ 22 AT 41T 20~30 min FHIN 5% 735 (Gibbs and Bowers , 2019).
0 R A AT B A VUM (24 min) FOEGRES, HonT Foill v 5. 3% F % (Gibbs , 2016)
Rk s s (RS 7 24 min (4 MEFHD 16 min (1AM FISURIREFEZEAT
IR, LU R i 2 PR AR RN e 5 2 AR I B A R R R A 22 5

=1 BREEAN
Table 1 The Supercell| Cases
W5 HE FERSAL FAEEN AR BERFAE
MLCAPE ~ SHEAR6km  SRHy-1  SRHo-s STP
EF3 et i AREmEmTEM
1 20240705 (EF3)
EHETIN (iSRS 2414.9 25.6 192.3 337.5 4.0
EF2 g, M R mEEm
2 20240705 (EF2)
EHETIN iR T3s 2548. 1 25. 4 162. 4 295. 8 3.5
Lo BEBRR R REEEA
3 20240705 (18m * s )
BTN (SRR 2234.9 22.5 114.9 222.5 1.7
BF2 Zheds. M HREARAK
4 20240427 (EF2)
IEHETIN WA 2245. 8 23.6 164. 1 232.0 3.0
L EBERRGKE. REBRRAIK
5 20240427 (24m * s )
TIN5 A K WA 1740. 2 23.2 149. 6 227. 4 0.7
L EER ER RN AT
6 20240427 (32m + s )
HRFEIK A 2837.6 20.7 115. 4 192.7 2.4
Lo EBERRGKE.  REBRRANT
7 20240427 (20m + s )
TN 5 A K A 1823.9 26. 1 33.1 174.0 1.0
EF3 g, M BlmsNEmEsi
8 20230919 (EF3)
EHETIN FHGIRTAS 1171. 7 22.9 175.2 368. 2 2.3
EF2 Fleds. o ElEdME e
9 20230919 (EF2)
EHETIN GRS 1659. 4 26.0 89. 1 304.0 2.5
BF2 e, vk AR
10 20230610 (EF2)
i (SSEEIES 2481. 1 21.5 30.7 52.2 0.6
) FRINKE. AR
11 20230610 (28m * s ™)
TN 5 K (SSEEIES 2533.3 18.3 41.0 132.8 0.5
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i H TR A

12 20230610 (20m « s ) FRERAM. KE
&S558 3238.4 21.2 44.9 123.3 0.9
EF3 9kt M Bl shEAK
13 20210514 (EF3)
NGNS PEVIRYS 3086. 9 23.3 148.6 250. 0 2.7
L EBIMGUKE. AR
14 20210514 (32m * s )
JL BN 5 A K PEVIRYS 2653. 5 22.1 130. 7 248. 2 2.3
L EBIMGUKE. AR
15 20210514 (20m * s )
L I 5 A K =ik 2376. 6 22.9 152.9 218.3 2.5
o EBARGUKE.  RlESNE AT
16 20210514 (18m * s )
oL BN 5 A K A 2649. 7 24.2 118.3 167.3 2.5
EF3 it B =SB RAK
17 20210711 (EF3)
EHETIN PEVIRYS 1790. 6 23.7 212.2 436.2 2.8
BF2 les. 6 Blm s E AT
18 20200722 (EF2)
EHETIN WA 2869. 2 21.2 185.3 276. 3 4.1

JEHL ERAS BORIT S A A B K R AR ZIAT 1h i BRI BRHESH (R D, W]

DA HH 45 1 K RGERZR F A4 MLCAPE “F-33){8 43 il ly 2252 J = kg ' 1 2454. 2] + kg', 0~
6km T ELR)AE (SHo) FHME AN 23.7 m 0~ Lkm AFX XA R TiE
(SRH,-0) ~FH{E 458 151, 1 m’s “H1100. 1 m’s ™, 0~3km AIxF K RIZHEE (SRH,-) “FHME
SEIEEZH (STP) ~FIME /AN 2.8 M1 1. 65 RIS #E &
AREZSR, B8R LSRR EE &g, EENL% BV STP KT 1 /EA EF2
P UL L5 e PR R AR T BIE,  ASHF T 89% B FEAAN 67% 1A R B A T 1tk
B, Zhangetal (2023) B Fu4R H 1 [E 5L A1) 0~ 1km AHXT AR T BE T2 212 103
m's ", AHFFL T8RHIEAEREAF 6T A B AL ZAE, IR I AR IR S
X B R EAFEAAHE I, TELEEHAME R G IR & 8 IR ARED 3 — B X 5.

s'HI22. dme s

S514 283.6 m’s A1 189. 6 m’s %

1.2 Fk

1.2.1 Zn3ILFA Ko B BB ENIRA

RIS (2022) FIXURIREIE ZeJIURT Ko 2 100 BDIRBI S, KU mIRTE 1510 Z.

+ CC A Ao F7 {1 21 B AR A KR LU A% b, KRN B4 3151 250m. 1 SG AT B4 R
IR 26 H S N 00 32 DR S A R R TR PRI 2 2k RERLR, Ze= T HEART
T BEAUARMRAR AL T LUK 5 5 A O PR BE B <30km 295, YU Zwile 1K
FI 3dB 1) Z lU{E, SEFR b AFTEA LY 2o B BURIEB I AR TE A 409K, B
EZE 2dB FEUAFHIHIR ISR 29K, BILART TR 3dB 1 2dB SRILFHFIR Ze
JURHIE. 2% Van Den Broeke (2020) Zx5RATHE SE , EHL 1km 5551 (AGL) | Zx
SRR Zn SCTEME AR 10 MERMEAPIERAT I 5. SRR O BUS MR A ke it

3dB. &t

lkm’, 4

5
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1.5° okm' (81 Ko KA X, #5505 2 LRI T 2km’s 38 Ao MR [X 55 58 B4 ) 5 00 B 5 << 1 5km
IR SFAE, MR K 2.
1.2.2 Ko B-Zn N BFHETTE

FE 12,1 35p Ze90A0 A S E BHWAROSERE b, TP E O MIBEES . 5B K A X
BB 7 11 (K1 ffy o Un LR oA P BRI H 22 A o A2 A0 2o, AR & (K THIA, DA B9 AL
SRR ZA K R ZoIRI AHXE” FOALE, TR A RO F] 2RO ) BE 2 A
bR, BRI B R E B RS T R (B 1, WRETTED KRR
)77 11K B AP P R O 7 B T B 4 2R

REEFL B T7 17

Oy BRI R RS 9 £

%

ZDR';}B\FE‘IL‘
KDplihl Drrl R 6}%9{%

K 1 K)Z Kop A Zog JNA R 0023 B 0% B 5 R B 7 1] 9% F 7 = B (Loeffler and Kumijian, 2018)

Fig.1 Schematic diagram of the angle between the separation vector of the centroids of the Kpp foot and Zpg arc in
the low level and the storm movement direction (cited fromLoeffler and Kumjian, 2018)

1.2.3 Ze#E Ak EXIFA B EIRF

72 1.2, 1 1A FARm) Z FEFIDKE X8, 2 AR A FRAHE AR ERIR EE 0°C /=LA b Ze
=1dB; VKA DXIRFIR AR AE A SN % K 7 =50dBZ, Zw<<1dB, CC<<1, izHUthrifEif] 3~
5km 155 B _EHIUKE 53 A7 X 45
1.2. 4 PSTEREEIRE IR

WEGR S (AERAERRRD RAHT 24 min PN EIITA SURIR 28R IL TR, 3 R
P J5 B AAR ) R BE AN b AU i, 456 A LITIEANRBEMR)Z (0~2km) FIE (2~
Tkm) T RERIERGHESE Frot, WA (1D Frzr (Gibbs and Bowers, 2019) , 1 Jnax
NEKRIERFERE, Ihin AR KGEIERE . 2% Andra (1997) 5 X155 H A i fl 25
A RIS, RO R =15 me s JFAARTEE, RN THSARE A AP 2 oS e e i
R N B AT E (K

Jrot = (Jhnax - Jnin) /2 (D)
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2.1 $HE—: BREBRBMEER 2N D50 E KT

Ve Zn BB =3dB, 9 N AEBRBARNHITA 8 MAAE Zik, 9 MG P AEA
B 7 ANMELE 2ok X TEA L Z0 KM, FEAR Ze BIME N =2dB, &A1 1R
29, BB 1 AR . R 2 BnE T AN EBYRAR I 2SR IR [
BOEARIVRAE, 2 NEARANEE 3 T HE e 4 2 B AR U 25 SR AR e, A 2 AR AT Zo
A AR [EIR A, AR 7 MR IR . Zn SIVRE 2 1R AR Ak 1T R 40 AR 4 A
AR, A T Ze I BEAR TR A 35, W RE R I KU (N U X LA S 5 1
W% (Dawson Il etal, 2015; Kumjian and Ryzhkov, 2009) , 7FA] & MERALGE T iE &
FHIGoR. NI TRMY, AEREBHAAREXERIR, K R R I R Ze
AT o

2 1km E5THE LA ZIIHHE
Table 2 The Characteristics of Zz Arc at 1km AGL

s A1 Zzﬂfja RART 24min 4 CFEA (kmD  ZeIFEPREE M (1 ARFH, 0 RETD
1 20210514 (EF3) 3 129. 40 1
2 20240427 (EF2) 3 272. 58 1
3 20230610 (EF2) 3 81. 98 1
4 20230919 (EF2) 3 51.72 1
5 20240705 (EF3) 3 46. 08 1
6 20200722 (EF2) 3 17.48 1
7 20230919 (EF3) 3 5.19 0
8 20240705 (EF2) 3 4.61 0
9 20210711 (EF3) 2 28. 82 1
10 20210514 (32m * s ) 3 93.23 1
11 20240427 (24m * s ) 3 103. 32 0
12 20230610 (28m * s ) 3 28. 44 0
13 20210514(20m = s ) 3 61. 45 0
14 20210514 (18m * s ) 3 58. 89 1
15 20240427 (32m s ) 3 20. 26 0
16 20230610 (20m * s ™) 3 46.76 0
17 20240705 (18m s ) 2 10.93 0
18 20240427 (20m*s ) 2 0 0
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O Calyer Cairn O Catbyer Cairn
T Tl

Kl 22021 4 5 H 14 H75M s e 58 2 A Tkm 55110 B Ze 9 QAR (5 X380 A Ze b G
WA X)) AR
Fig.2 The evolution of the Zyg arc (dark blue area) and Zyg column (blue area) for the strong tornado supercell at 1

km AGL in Suzhou on 14 May 2021

2021 4£ 5 J 14 [ 18:50—19:05, VL7744 J5 T BEEEH X R A2 EF3 e, eSS
BRI IEE) 17 . B 2 SR FURE 1km 855 E Zpg I8 GRIEGEXIED R Zop i G
WX EREREREL. M 18:30 (K 2a) ) 18:48 (I 2d) , K2 Zor INHARH AT
BGR, RIS Zpg IRV EAR [T SRR AL (I (0 X 38D 2

Healey et al (2023) @i X} H [F]— R AH 5% T AHAR 8045 A1 HE 46 768 2 PR 1R XU 4R B
1K Zw YVRAIE (Zw=3. 25dB) &I, A MIEE Je 4 R AHT 30min () Ze SFITHAR 730008 17. 5
km’ A1 20. 3 km’, B 5/NTF Van Den Broeke (2021) WFFUI Zx INEFIESE R (42=3.5dB)
JEFE AR 78.6 km' Rl 40. 0 km', 5 PR 5 BRI R SR AR AR B K. BhiE R 2
i Zw JRIIFASE K (=20km”) FIEBZRE BAAEAT X ORI (R 3) , HBMAERL KA AT 24min
(1) Z PP S>5A 116, 4km’ A1 58. Okm” o J035: L% BARANME 1 Zow SR FEE P45 (B A0 85 K
10 MEEAERFME S 72 3. 2dB AT 3. 9dB, FH K T-AE 84Nyl (1T ¥ {5 (3. 0dB A1 3. 7dB),
TR EZ 5, 1 Van Den Broeke (2020) 4¢it45 52410,

DA R W T Ze IRTIAR X 73 Je 5 RN 0 A 0 B ARAEAE B S8 1) ROBE A, T 42
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FHHERIEY ARG N, Ze INEABAT € HITER, (BX T Ze SHBUA S BN
PR, ZITEE AR o

2.2 $EZ: PREFEEEBRRALE EEBRAFEBEFANKERI

B Ko 2w H BN EIRRGAN 3. Skm S5 P LUK E XA (B 3) , e g kK
B DX ARSF Y E R T e 4 Ak, [RIET B SR R UG I, S UK X 3P 24 T
FARA S350 (P 3 HhiEZR) , “PEIME M 62. 8km” CRAERT 24min) #5133, 2km” CRAEHT 6min) ;
645 VKR X B TR U IS s (B 3 FRRsl) , SPIMEM 47. 4km” CRZERT 24min)
JR/NF] 35. 4km” CRAERT 6min) o iX 5 Van Den Broeke (2020) W 5t 3 v 45 8 2% BAAA (VK & [X.
Hhh S AL Kumjian and Ryzhkov (2008) & B AE 45 8 4 S L G B 9 SR LA EFR A
(IR, DX A5k o U 00 8 2 SR P b T 23 BRI S mh AU A o B S 1 1) T e LR B AU%
BhEE DT ES , VKRG TCVETE bR 45 B R K BT ], BRI 5 S50 A 1 2 B Ak v 0K
DI/ FREE IR SRR . — MR, UKEE KR, th Al A28 K 5 80 607 1K,
IR N2, Bf 5 B0 SR KA R e, AT AS R84 T B

A KBRS K E X AR FE B iE A1

FEES] »
-0~ EREBHBE /
120 BEBRSBE
100 A
E
= ’
.
% -
& 80 =T
< =7
& =
x| | - ]
o0 -
40
ﬁﬁztimin ' Emémin ' EU'Iémw’n ‘ EUbImin

2RIt

B3 AR e S AR A P A UKL DX T 250 T AR B[] 38 A

Fig.3 Time evolution of  average area of the hail zone in non-tornadic supercells  and tornadic supercells

Al AT E R, E A g A s UK DX A A T S R DS R,
T A B A KB DX g H IE R0 R U0 X 3. 2021 4 5 H 14 H 20 75 M1 17 B X (1)
R AR, WIAAOR AR BT 22 B IR VG R, 16:54 7645 CINSE N Z s fe NI HLIX
17:50—18:00 AR BHT, H5IKT 32me s HIEEARN. 17:24—17:42 B A4
3. 5km 25 P _F UK X8k (B 4 38X ASWrE R, M 75, 11km* #5KF) 187, 21km’, BEA
RGN T I8 IR A A 270° DK X SE A 1) - [va) XGRS 20 (14 00 T 0 DX Bl o, 3
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IEFFHEN Ze iERAER BT (B 4 O o EEIR H SR o0 XE ik
B0 DA Ve _EofRg 7 A 3 R B K K9 DX 9 10 U % X, 3 B A 368 3 57 XU A i M0 )
AR TR

@ N ®)
— 7
— —
— . — —
S Tl
= S | ’
T 5 | S
| ol
o R “
S
y . = _,ﬁ / o -
/ N | e . -
T B - ()) \
Bl 4 2021 4 5 H 14 HAERE P A 3. 5kn 45 @ P10 L ZDR AE CEE AKX FUKE X LX) i

/E

Fig.4 The evolution of the Zpz column (blue area) and hail area (yellow area) for the non-tornadic supercell at 3.5

km AGL on 14 May 2021

18:18, bR Sk 5 B RS AR EAR S IF N aR, 18124 BRI 1, 18:50
FRAE BF3 A o 43 AT 18:30—18:48 3. Skm &5 Pl _F vk 8 X I8 A R B (B 5 X 380,
IR 2 B AR UK B T DX Y FRA B P 4 S ek DS, (RIS 4 b T M FRIZ SRt i) R ol X 3k, 5
ZukE (B 5 WEXIE) RIEMBHRAE EAURX TELTE, BeART 2R EHEX
W 2 SUKEXELE (K4 .
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