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Development and Prospects of Chinese Meteorological

Satellite and application

Hong Guan' Zhang Wenjian2

(1. Department of Atmospheric Sciences, School of Physics, Peking University, Beijing 100871;

2. China M eteorlogical A dministration)

Abstract. Until the end of June 2008, China has successfully launched 4 FY-1 polar orbit meteo-
rological satellites 1 FY-3 polar orbit meteorological satellite and 4 FY-2 geostationary meteoro-
logical satellites. Now satellite FY-1D, FY-2C and D are put in operational use, and FY-3A isin
its testing period. Chinese Meteorological Satellites have primarily realized operation and series,
firstly practiced the goal presented by the Committee of Defense Science & Technology Industry,

which is the changing of meteorological satellite from testing type to service type. At the same
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time, China has become the nation that has both polar and geostationary meteorological satellites
series after Russia and US. WMO has put FY-1, FY-2 and FY-3 meteorological satellites into
global application meteorological satellite series, so chinese meteorological satellites became impor-
tant number of Global earth observation system. Chinese meteorological satellites played a signifi-
cant role in national defense construction and disaster prevention and mitigation and also made sig -
nificant contribution to economic development of regional and many nations in the world. The de-
veloping course of Chinese Meteorological Satellite and ground application system is reviewed. Al-
so the achievement of meteorological satellite application is briefly summarized, and the developing
trend and new target of Chinese meteorological satellite in the future is prospected.

Key Words: meteorological satellite application development prospect
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