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A Study on Regional Distribution of Low Horizontal
Visibility in Beijing Area
Zhao Xifang Xu Xiaofeng Wang Shuying Meng Yanjun
(Beijing Research Institute of Meteorological Science , 100089)
Abstract

The temporal and spatial distribution characteristics of the low horizontal visibility (lower than
1000 m) in Beijing are studied, which is chosen as an index that would affect urban traffic and trans-
portation. According to both mean daily variation over many years and mean daily, monthly and sea-
sonal variation in a year of low visibility frequency, Beijing is divided into three different parts, the
southeastern plain area, the northwestern mountainous area, and northeastern to southwestern transi-
tional area. The effect of some synoptic phenomena, such as fog, fly ash, and so on, upon the low
visibility in Beijing is also discussed. It is shown that fog is the main factor affecting visibility.
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