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Real-time Monitoring and Assessment of

Drought in North China using Weather Information

Li Xiaoquan Gu Qiujin Niu Ruoyun
(National Meteorological Center, Beijing 100081)

Abstract

Based on the requirement of meteorological information service, the scheme of calculat-
ing drought index was designed in consideration of three conditions using real-time weather
information, that is ;precipitation in recent time, moisture in the soil (precipitation in earlier
stage) and air temperature.

The inspection of spring drought in North China in 5 years of historical data and in 1997
shows that it is quite helpful for real-time monitoring and assessment of drought and meteo-
rological information service.

Key Words:  real-time monitoring and assessment of drought drought index

inspection of historical data spring drought experiment of 1997





