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Design and Operation of a Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Science

Outreach Column Disasters Records

SHI Yongyi LI Rubin
Huafeng Group of Meteorological Audio & Video Information, CMA, Beijing 100081

Abstract: Public outreach on natural hazards can increase public awareness of natural disasters, help them
to accumulate disaster-related knowledge, and improve their ability to help themselves as well as others out
of devastating situations, thus to minimize damages caused by natural hazards. In order to make the best
use of TV in popularizing disaster prevention and mitigation related science, we designed a science outreach
column, with the name Disasters Records. This column is based on recorded hazardous images and on-the-
spot shooting of newly-happened disasters, and it makes the most of digital media technologies. Programs
in this column tell stories, show great concern with disaster-stricken people, and analyze some interwoven
natural, social and cultural reasons behind natural hazards. They put natural changes in a social context,
and include interpretations by meteorologists, experts on hazards and sociologists, thus to present a more
comprehensive and more profound understanding of the disasters to the public. As for some abstract con-
cepts and theories, animation displaying techniques are used to make them more acceptable. Disaster ima-
ges, interviews with disaster-stricken people, and presenting skills like animation, comments, music, and
musical effects are well-balanced by digital editing techniques, which make the programs vivid and endow
them with science popularization values. Under the guidance of the column design, we have finished shoot-
ing of more than 200 programs since 2003. They are broadcasted through several kinds of media and their
science outreach values are well exerted, as well as pave the way for accumulating experience on public ed-
ucation on natural hazards.
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Fig.1 Program-producing flow chart
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Fig. 2 Scenes illustrating typhoon
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Fig. 3 A cartoon scene showing the method

of leading lightning to prevent disaster
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